
Main Idea:  The problem of evil is not about God but about us.

I.   The Origins of Evil

A.  God created everything good (Gen. 1:1-31)

B.  Evil entered the world through Satan (Gen. 3:1)

C.  Evil is a refusal to accept God as God

II.  The Fall

A.  The three main relationships were broken

B.  Evil is primary and suffering is secondary

III. The Causes of Our Suffering

A.  There is a spiritual battle (Gen. 3:15)

B.  We live in a broken world (Gen. 3:16-19) 

C.  We will continue to sin (Gen. 3:16; 4:1-)

IV. The Reason for Hope

A.  Evil will be defeated (Gen. 3:15)

B.  Godʼs sacrifice will cover our sins (Gen. 3:21) 

C.  We will continue to sin (Gen. 3:16; 4:1-)
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1.  Read Genesis 3:1-24.  Summarize the entire story in your own 
words in twelve sentences or less.  What is something unique that 
you discovered about sin, Satan, God, us?

2. Define evil biblically and practically in three sentences or less.  
How does a God-centered definition effect the way we view the 
world and the way that we live?

3. What relationships were broken when sin entered the world?  
Where and how do you see that revealed in Genesis 3?

4.  How are evil and suffering distinct?  How are they related?  

5.  What are the primary causes of our suffering in light of the 
Fall?  On average, what percentage would say each attributes 
to your history of suffering?  What does that teach you about 
your suffering?

6.  How does Genesis 3:15 & 21 provide us with hope in our suf-
fering?

 
1. How does the biblical view of the root of evil and the cause of 

suffering offer you hope?  How does it not?

2. What do you think is the “cause(s)” of your current (or past) suf-
fering?  How does that effect your understanding of what you 
experience and how you will respond?

3. How can this group pray for you?

4.  Spend time praying for one another.
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Digging Deeper

If you would like to get involved in a Bridge Group, 
email bridges@lifesongcc.com or call (909) 590-0208.
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