
Main Idea:  Godʼs ultimate answer to evil and suffering is the 
sacrifice of Jesus.

I. The Punishment of the Cross

A.  Jesus was punished for our sins

B.  Jesus was abandoned by his Father

II.  The Choice of the Cross

A.  Jesus chose the Cross knowingly

B.  Jesus chose the Cross willingly

III. The Scars of the Cross

A.  Jesus is scarred forever

B.  Jesus fully understands our suffering
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1. Read Isaiah 53:4-6.  What does it mean when Jesus took our sins 
upon himself?  What does it not mean?

2. How does Matt. 27:45-46 relate to Isaiah 53:4-6?  How is this 
suffering greater than the physical pain he endured?

3. Read Luke 22:41-44. What does the words of Jesus tell you 
about the choice that he was making?  What does his choice 
tell you about his character?

4. How does John 20:24-28 relate to Revelation 5:6?  Why does 
Jesus remain scarred forever?

5. How would your view of God be different if he had never suf-
fered?  How is your view of God different knowing the extent to 
which he suffered?

1. How does the physical, relational and spiritual suffering of Je-
sus compare to your personal suffering?  How does Jesusʼ suf-
fering effect your perspective and experience of your suffering?

2. How does the eternal scars of Jesus give you hope in your per-
sonal struggles?

3. Pick one person in your smaller groups and spend your entire 
prayer time praying for his or her needs.
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Digging Deeper

If you would like to get involved in a Bridge Group, 
email bridges@lifesongcc.com or call (909) 590-0208.
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